January 10, 2007

The Hon. Gordon Campbell

Premier of British Columbia

Room 156, Parliament Buildings

Victoria, B.C., V8V 1X4
Dear Premier Campbell:
Care of the Earth has become one of the most pressing ethical, moral and spiritual issues of our time. We are therefore compelled, as a faith community, to speak out on the issue of climate change.
At our Synod of 2007, we passed a resolution calling upon all eighty of our parishes to set targets for reducing green house gas emissions and have introduced a number of programs to help them achieve their targets.
What we ask of ourselves, we ask also of our elected officials. Our actions to reduce emissions matter only within the context of an overall framework to reduce emissions. Further, given that most policy decisions affecting emissions are provincial in nature, the only way we will make progress is for the provinces to join the federal government in setting targets.
At the request of our Diocesan Council, I am writing to ask that the government of British Columbia demonstrate leadership on climate change by setting binding provincial targets to reduce green house gas emissions, developing programs to achieve such reductions and reporting its progress to the Legislature annually.
We believe that targets must be based on the best possible science in terms of what is required to stabilize the climate and do not believe that so-called “intensity” targets can replace the need for absolute reductions in BC’s emissions.
Thank you for your attention on this most critical of matters.

Yours sincerely,
The Rt. Reverend Michael Ingham,

Bishop

CC: The Hon. Barry Penner, Environment Minister

        The Hon. Carole James, Opposition Leader
